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RABBIôS MESSAGE: THE PIG? 

There are many animals that are deemed unkosher, which are used in the Jewish world.  

Turtle shell and ivory are used as Torah decorations; mother-of-pearl for inlay ï even the 

traditional "blue thread" mentioned in the ancient tallit came from a mollusk.  But in 

Jewish world, the pig is shunned universally.   

 

Some domesticated animals provide labor.  Others provide milk.  Why is the pig such a 

problem in the Jewish tradition?  One midrashic answer given is that while every part of 

the pig, from its snout to its tail can be used, none of it can be used while it is living.  

 

From a Jewish perspective, we are taught that our lives are everything and our eternality 

comes from the mits-vot we do during our lives, how we share our lives with our fellow 

humans and how we make the world a better place for those who follow us. 

 

Another midrash tells of an old man planting a tree.  A passerby asked him, "Why are 

you bothering?  You won't be alive when this tree actually begins to produce fruit?"  The 

old man replied, "I do it, because someone in a previous generation did so for me." 

 

We truly stand on the shoulders of giants.  How many of the things we use regularly were 

produced by those who are no longer alive?  Yet the work of their lives continues to 

sustain us.  How many of the ideas and watchwords by which we live were first thought 

by those who shared them with us a century or even millennia ago?  It is the work of their 

lives ï not their death that makes them eternal.  Unlike the pig, in living our lives our 

salvation or value is measured day-to-day and year-to-year.   

 

As we come to E-lul and start contemplating 5772, remember what came before us and 

find ways to build our future and the future of those who will come after us. 

 

  Le-sha-lom, 

 

 

 

  Joshua L. Segal, Rabbi 

http://www.betenu.org
mailto:mailto:newsletter@betenu.org
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BETENU INFO  

SPECIAL NOTE : Some members of Betenu are physically sensitive to 

certain aromas coming from perfumes, colognes, hairsprays, dryer sheets and 

the like.  These aromas can cause migraines and a host of other problems. 

Please be aware of that when you come to Betenu.  
 

Please DO NOT bring scented items for the SHARE donation bin. 
 

Betenu has natural cleaning products available for use. Please DO NOT bring 

your own cleaning products for oneg or other cleanup. 
 

Thank you! 

AND FOR ONLINE SHOPPINGé 

TEXTBOOKS AND A MILLION OTHER 

THINGS... 
 

Donôt forget to shop through Betenuôs link to Amazon.com. Betenu will 

receive a percentage of the purchase price.  
 

You can shop for books and a million other things through this link. Just go to our website: 

www.betenu.org, put your cursor over ñSearch new and used, Amazon.comò, and when the 

cursor changes, click. Or you can enter your search right there and click ñGoò. 
 

Itôs that simple! And donôt forget to purchase your textbooks here! 
 

We receive about $20 a month from this program - Thank you & keep shopping!!!! 

 

BETENU ACCEPTS  

MC, VISA & Discover! 
 

You can use MasterCard, VISA or Discover 

card to pay membership fees, school tuition, 

gift store purchases, or even to make a 

donation! Call the office (or stop in) to 

arrange the charge and let us know the 

amount and what itôs for.  

http://www.instamerchant.com/
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

 1 
 
 

 

 

 

Rosh Chodesh:  

Av 

2 3 4 5 
7:30pm  

Rabbi-led 

Service / 

Torah Study 

on Eicha -
Lamentations 

6  Devarim 

 

 

7 
3pm 

Cathedral of 

the Pines 

Annual 

Jewish 

Service 

8 
7 pm 

Presentation 

on Hevron 

by Soniað
Bnei Mitzvah 

and up 

9 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Tisha BôAv 

10 11 12 
 

7:30pm  

Lay-led 

Service 

13  
Vaôetchanan 

 

12:30pm 

Kabbalah at 

TBA 

14 
4:30 pm 

Tu BôAv 

Family 

Service, Pizza 

and movie 

with Rahel 

15 
 

7:30pm  

General 

Board Mtg 
 

 

Tu BôAv 

16 17 18 19 
 

7:30pm  

Meet the 

Rabbi 

Service 

20  Ekev 

21 
 

 

 

 

Stand with 

Israel Week 

22 

 

 
 

Stand with 

Israel Week 

23 

 

 
 

Stand with 

Israel Week 

24 
VISION  

5-8pm 

Israel Rally 

 

Stand with 

Israel Week 

25 

 

 
 

Stand with 

Israel Week 

26 
 

7:30pm Lay-

led Service / 

Israel Video / 

Israeli oneg 
 

Stand with 

Israel Week 

27  Reôeh 

 

 

 

 

Stand with 

Israel Week 

28 29 30 
 

 

 

 

Rosh Chodesh:  

Elul 

31 
 

 

 

 

Rosh Chodesh:  

Elul 

   

August 2011 (5771) 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

    1 2 
 

7:30pm  

Rabbi-led 

Service 

3  Shoftim 

4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

7:30pm  

Rabbi-led 

Service 

10  Ki Tetze 

 

 

11 
 

9:15am 

Religious  

School #1 

 

12 13 14 15 16 
 

7:30pm  

Rabbi-led 

Service 

17  Ki Tavo 

 

12:30pm 

Kabbalah 

At Betenu 

18 
9:15am 

Religious  

School #2 

& Parent 

Meeting 

19 
 

7:30 

Executive 

Board Mtg 

20 21 22 23 
 

7:30pm  

Rabbi-led 

Service 

24 Nitzavim

-Vayelech 

8 pm  

Selichot  

Service  

at TAY  
 

Selichot 

25 
 

9:15am 

Religious  

School #3 

26 27 28 
7:30 pm  

Rosh  

HaShannah 

Service 
 

Erev 

Rosh HaShannah 

29 
10:30 am  

Rosh  

HaShannah 

Service 
 

 

Rosh HaShannah 

30 
7:30pm  

Rabbi-led 

Shabbat 

Shuvah 

Service 
 

Rosh HaShannah 

 

September 2011 (5771-72) 
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TO DO LIST  

 
¶ Register K-7 age kids in Religious School (page 7) 

¶ Contact Rahel if interested in learning High 

Holydays music (page 7) 

¶ Contact Terry or Carolyn Strout if interested in a 

sign wave (page 25) 

¶ Drop us a line if you can help with pre-High Holy 

Days work (page 8) 

¶ Let us know if you need extra High Holy Days 

tickets (page 8) 

¶ Contact Karen if you would like an Aliyah (page 8) 

¶ Contact Elsa for an English reading (page 8) 

¶ Bid in the silent auction for Mikeôs parking space 

(page 8) 

¶ Contact us to put a greeting in the High Holy Days 

Greeting booklet (page 9) 

¶ Send us your Yizkor listings (you will get an email 

reminder if you had listings last year) (page 10) 

¶ Buy honey / candles for Rosh HaShannah (page 11) 

¶ Join in activities and tell your friends about our 

Betenu community! 
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TO DO ITEMS  

 

BETENU RELIGIOUS SCHOOL  

PLEASE REGISTER NOW  
School starts Sunday, September 11   

 

School starts September 11th, but we need to plan now, so please 

register your child (grades K-7). 

 

Weôve added Kindergarten for children 4 1/2ð5 years old, which is 

free with synagogue membership. 

 

We boast a warm and caring, creative and qualified staff. Our 

students donôt want to go home!  

 

If you have any questions please contact Rahel Limor, Principal 

rahel@rahelmusic.com or betenu@betenu.org, 603-886-1633 

 

SPIRIT SING 

 

Do you want to learn High Holy Days liturgy in song? 

Contact Rahel at rahelmusic1@yahoo.com. If we have 

enough interest, Rahel will set a date / time and it will be 

announced. 
 

 

VOLUNTEER to organize or participate in a sign / flag / poster 

waveðsee the STAND WITH ISRAEL WEEK section. 
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HIGH HOLY DAY INFORMATION  

ENGLISH READINGS  
 

Part of what makes the High Holydays at Betenu so special is the participation of our members. Please become 

a reader for one of our services. Readings available for all services; knowledge of Hebrew is not necessary. To 

volunteer or if you have questions, contact Elsa Conrad at mmeconrad@grolen.com or 879-9189.  

ALIYOT  
 

If you would like to read Torah or Haftorah on the High Holidays OR to recite the blessings before the Torah 

is read, please contact Karen Satz at karensatz@gmail.com or 617-285-4082.  It is an honor and a wonderful 

experience, and we will help you and give you lots of support.  

HIGH HOLY DAY TICKETS  
Tickets are required for all High Holy Day services at Betenu.  All members in good standing will receive 

their tickets in the mail free-of-charge.  We will continue to provide tickets at no cost to military personnel and 

students.  Non-members may call the temple office at 886-1633 to order tickets in advance.  Any non-member 

who purchases tickets for the High Holy Days and then chooses to join the temple by December 2011, will 

receive full credit of the purchase price of the ticket towards the membership dues.  The cost per adult ticket is 

$175. 

PRE-HIGH HOLY DAY HELP NEEDED  
 

Hi Everyone, 

We will need help with mailings, putting the booklets together, etc. If we can put you on the 

help list, weôll contact you when help is needed and see if you are available.  

 Elissa Kahn eckahn@yahoo.com or 673-8283 

 Betenu office: Betenu@betenu.org or 886-1633 

SILENT AUCTION  
Are you tired of parking in the Wal-Mart lot on the High Holy Days?  Do you wish 

that we had use of the condo lot during the weekdays?  Well,  Mike is 

AUCTIONING OFF his presidential parking space for the Rosh HaShana morning 

service (Thursday, September 29, 10:30 am). If you are interested in parking next 

to the Rabbi on the side of the building, please email your bid to the temple office 

at betenu@nii.net. The highest bid will win the parking 

space for that service!   

 

What an easy way to benefit yourself while making a donation to the temple!!  All bids 

need to be placed by Wednesday, September 14!  The winners will be notified by 

email on Wednesday, September 21. 

mailto:karensatz@gmail.com
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Design  

your own 

Quarter -  

Page AD  

2ò X 3ò 

$36  

     Design  
   your own  

   Full -Page  
        Ad 

    4ò X 6.5ò 
      $100  

 

GREETING BOOKLET FORM  
FOR ROSH HASHANA  

Design your own  
Half -Page AD  

4ò X 3ò 
$60  

 
Single Line Greeting $18  

Please send form to temple 
office by September 10th!  

DESIGN YOUR OWN HHD GREETING  
For your Family or your Business 

Full Page Ad just $100 1/2 Page Ad just $60 1/4 Page Ad just $36 Single line greeting $18 
 

Please send greetings and checks to the temple office. Please email the greeting ad as a jpeg to 

Betenu@Betenu.org. 
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YIZKOR BOOKLET  
On Yom Kippur, Congregation Betenu will be publishing a Yizkor Memorial Booklet, to honor 

deceased relatives and friends.  The booklet will include a list of names of those to be 

memorialized.  The booklets will be handed out at the Yizkor service, and the names in the 

booklet will be read aloud at that service. 
 

To include names in this booklet, please send this form or email the information and send a 

check to   Betenu@Betenu.org 

 Congregation Betenu 

 5 Northern Blvd, #1 

 Amherst, NH 03031 
 

Please enclose a minimum donation of $6 per name, in a check made out to Congregation 

Betenu. Note that we do not ask for a donation for names of people who died in the last year. 

You may email the names to Betenu@betenu.org.  

 

Name to be Memorialized  Relationship to Donor  Donor Name 

 

Example: John Doe Uncle of  Jane Doe 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

 

mailto:Betenu@nii.net
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COMING UP AT BETENU  

 

 

RABBI -LED SERVICE  

followed by TORAH STUDY ON 

EICHA (LAMENTATIONS)  
Friday, August 5 at 7:30pm  

 

] Rabbi-led service followed by an 

] oneg followed by  

] Torah study with Rabbi. 

 

 

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES  

HEBRON 1929 
Monday, August 8 at 7pm  

 

Please see next page for details. 

HIGH HOLY DAY INFORMATION continued  

 

GOT HONEY?  
 

Want honey products (honey and candles) for the 

Jewish New Year? Stop in to pick some up. 

While supplies last. Currently available: 

 

] Clover honey bears: $5.00 / 12 oz bear 

] flavored whipped honey: $8.50 / 1 lb glass jar  

] 6ò beeswax candles: $10.00 / pair 

] 12ò beeswax candles: $14.00 / pair 
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COMING UP AT BETENU  
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COMING UP AT BETENU  

 

 

TU BôAV FAMILY SERVICE, 

PIZZA AND A MOVIE WITH 

RAHEL  
Sunday, August 14 at 4:30pm  

 

Tu BôAv Family Service, Pitch-in-for-Pizza 

and a rated G movie with Rahel. Donôt 

forget to check in for service credit. Note: if 

you canôt eat pizza, please bring your own 

food and join in.  

GENERAL BOARD MEETING  
Monday, August 15th, 7:30pm 

 

All are invited to attend the general board meetings which are even months (February, 

Aprilé), usually the third Monday at 7:30pm. Talk to our President, Mike Goldstein, ahead 

of time if you are interested in putting something on the agenda. You can email him at 

President@Betenu.org. 

 

 

RABBI -LED  

KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICES  
7:30pm 

 

 August 5th 

August 19th 

September 2nd 

September 9th 

September 16th 

September 23rd 

September 30th 

 

MEET THE RABBI SERVICE  
Friday, August 19th, 7:30pm 

 

Join us for our Kabbalat Shabbat Service and oneg. Meet and schmooze with the Rabbi 

(and the rest of us). 


