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RABBI 0S MESSAGE:
CHANUKA, CHINUCH AND EDUCATION

Most Hebrew words have a thrkter root. The root for Chanuka is the same root as Chinuch
or education. In English there is little similarity between the verb, "to learn" and the verb "to
teach". In Hebrew, both are based on Lamed, mem, daledgneld to learri me-la-meid, to
teach or in understanding the underlying concept of Hebrew verbs, "to cause to learn".

The fact is, teachers don't teach. The best that a good teacher can do is to facilitate learning. |
had a professor at seminary who used to tell a story about being asked at a cocktail party, "What
do you do for a living?". He responded, "l am a teacher.” When asked, "What do you teach?" he
replied, "l teach students. If | have no students, | teach Bible."

| want to thank our teaching staff, Rahel, Sonia, Sandra, Nina and Rachel. The commitment of
these people to be there-S0ndays per year at salaries that are only a bit better than a stipend is

a tribute to their commitment to make our school work.

They face the struggle of dealing with absenteeism caused by issues other than health, students
who don't do homework, parents who balk at some of the most simple requirements, to name a
few.

Sheryl Liberman has been acting VP of Education and has done a wonderful job of coordinating
the interface between the Executive Board and the Religious School.

At this season of Chanuka/Chinuch, happy Chanuka greetings are certainly appropriate, but next
Sunday, take a moment to say thanks to our teaching staff.

Le-shalom,

Joshua L. Segal, Rabbi

m Jewish Federation SUPER SUNDAY HELP NEEDED

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE December 12 at Temple Beth Abraham

Once a year the Jewish Federation of New Hampshire holds its fundraiser, Super Sunday.
People from each congregation help with phon
make phone calls to volunteer). If you can give some time, please contact Elsa Conrad at
mmeconrad@grolen.com or 6839-9189.
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BETENU INFO

SPECIAL NOTE: Some members of Betenu are physically sensitivg
certain aromas coming from perfumes, colognes, hairsprays the Tikese
aromas can cause migraines and a host of other problems. Please be &
that when you come to Betenu.

PleasedDO NOT bring scented items for the SHARE donation bin.

Betenu has natural cleaning products available for use. F)29¢OT bring
your own cleaning products for oneg or other cleanup.

Thank you!

AND FOR ONLI NE SHO
TEXTBOOKS AND A MILLION OTHER
THINGS...

Donoét forget to shop through Baég
receive a percentage of the purchase price.

You can shop for books and a million other things through this link. Just go to our v
www. betenu. or g, put your cursor over i
cursor changes, <c¢click. Or you can enter

ltds that simple! And dondét forget to p

We receive about $20 a month from this program Thank you & keep shopping!!!!
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CONGREGATION BETENU

or rabbi@betenu.org

MC, VISA & Discover! President Michael Goldstein 608249953
or president@betenu.org

You can use MasterCar¥|SA or Discovef | VP Finance Peter Stein 603656036
cardto pay membership fees, school tuitjohVP Admin: Roberta Pavoll 668729820

donation! Call the office (or stop in) |tp Secretary. Elissa Kahn 60873-8283

arrange the charge and let us know| t Sd ;
amount and what i t Old Trlﬂs'@Q: _\/lVlan McGuire 6038823139
Trustee: David Stern 60880-0442

] ) Trustee: Bob Rimalover 603%672-5629
VisA asterCard DISCOVER || | Trustee@Large: Sara Murphy 6031657119
| - Past Pres Dave Spokane 66&72-0554

Newsletter Editor: Elissa Kahn

g|ft store purchases’ or even to makle QA\Ctlng) VP Educ: Sheryl Liberman 603244609

heActing) Treasurer: Joel Silberberg 608728143
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December 2010 (5771)

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
6:30pm Pot
luck dinner &
candle lighting
7:30pm
Rabbi-led
Chanuka Chanuka Service Chanuka
1st candle 2nd candle 3rd candle 4th candle
5 6 I 8 9 10 11
9:15am
Religious 7:30pm
School #12 Rosh Chodesh] Rosh Chodesh Rabbi-led
Tevet Tevet Service
Chanuk® Chanuk® Chanuk® Chanuk® Chanuka ends
5th candle 6th candle 7th candle 8th candle
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
9:15am 7:30pm
Religious Rabbi-led
School #13 Service
10th Tevet
Fast Day
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
6:30pm Pot
9:15am 7:30pm luck dinner
Religious General 7:30pm
School #14 | Board Mtg Lay-led
Service
26 27 28 29 30 31
NO 7:30pm
Religious Lay-led
School Service
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9:15am 7:30pm
Religious Lay-led
Rosh Chodesh
School #15 OSShevgt & Service
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
9:15am 7pm PBM &
Religious Adult Ed o 7:30pm 10:30am
School #16 Diane Covert Lay-led Family
& Parent Xray Project Service Shabbat #4
Meeting event
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
7:30 6:30pm
9:15am Executive Rabbi-led
Rillgllous Board Mtg Tu BO6 S
School #17 A Pot-luck
MLK Day Erev Tu Tu BOS Seder
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
9:15am 7:30pm
Religious Lay-led
School #18 Service
30 31
9:15am
Religious

School #19
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HANUKKA CANDLES
From Isracl Postal Authority Bulletin

The Hanukka Festival commemorates the dedication of the Holy Temple following the victory of
the Jews over the Greek Syrian forces, lead by Antiochus Epiphenes, in the year 164 BCE,
During Antiochus’ rule, the Jews were forbidden to keep their religious laws and were forced to
practice idolatry. The Holy Temple was desecrated by idol worshipping. The Jewish rebellion
was led by Matityahu the Hasmonean and his sons, with Yehuda HaMaccabee at the head. They
liberated and purified the Temple. Tradition tells that the candles were rekindled by one small jug
of oil which had not been rendered impure by the Greeks. The miracle of Hanukka is that the jug
was miraculously refilled so that the oil lasted for eight days. It is customary to light an additional
Hanukka candle on an eight-branched Hanukka lamp, for cach evening of the eight day Festival.
An additional ninth candle is called Shamash and is used to light the other eight candles. The
Shamash is in the center or on the side of the Hanukka lamp,

This series of Hanukka stamps, designed by Igal Gabay, comprises eight stamps representing the
eight days of the festival. The stamps depict objects associated with Hanukka and on the right
side of each stamp is an illustration of a Hauukka lamp with candles - an additional lighted
candle is shown to represent each day of the Festival.

The stamp showing the First Candles was issued on
December 9.1993. It illustrates an Oil Lamp from the
Talmudic Period that is at the Reuben and Edith Hecht
Museum at the University of Haifa. This lamp., made
of Clay, is decorated with a seven-branched menorah.

The stamp showing the Second Candle was also issued on
December 9,1993. It illustrates a lamp carved in stone and
is the work of a Yemenite artist who lived in Jerusalem. It
is in the shape of a building which recalls Yemenite Arch-
itecture and is now in Jerusalem at the Israel Museum.

The stamp showing the Third Candle was also issued
On December 9,1993. Lighting the Hanukka lamp
From the Rothschild Miscellany, Northern [taly,
¢.1470 and is now in the Israel Museum in Jerusalem.
The Rothschild Miscellany is one of the finest Hebrew
Hluminated manuscripts. The pages are richly
decorated with colorful paintings and gold leaf.
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The stamp showing the Fourth Candle was issued on
November 27,1994, It illustrates the Hanukka Lamp from
Mazagan.Morocco and is also in the Israel Museum in
Jerusalem. The lamp was made from available materials
A sardine can, pieces of cloth, and slivers of glass. The
Lamp reflects the practice of converting every day objects
Into ritual artefacts.
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The stamp showing the Fifth Candle was issued on
December 14,1995. Tt depicts a Folding Hanukka
Lamp from the Lodz Ghetto in Poland C.1944, It is
Now at Yad Vashem, Jerusalem. The minature lamp
Was crafted in silver in the Lodz Ghetto and was de-
dicated to Mordechai Chaim Rumkowski. whom the
Germans had chosen to head the “Judenrat” — the
Jewish Council. When folded the lamp looks like a
Closed book.

The stamp showing the Sixth Candle was issued on
December 23,1997, A coin from the Bar-Kokhba War
(132-135 CE) is shown. It is at the Israel Museum in
Jerusalem. During the war led by Bar Kokhba against the
Romans, coins were issued which were overstruck on
Contemporary currency to demonstrate sovereignty. Most
Of the emblems on these coins express the aspirations of the
Jewish people to rebuild the Holy Temple . The coin which
appears on the stamp shows a jug which some scholars be-
lieve was an oilvessel and thus the connection to Hanukka.
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The stamp showing the Seventh Candle was issued on
December 23,1997 1t depicts the Spinning-top “Bezalel™.

It is in the Eretz Israel Museum in Tel Aviv. It is customary,
while the Hanukka Candles are burning, to give children a
spinning top to amuse them. The initials on the top stand

for a phrase in Hebrew indicating * a great miracle happened
here which refers to the miracle of the Hanukka.
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The stamp showing the Eighth Candle was issued on
December 1,1998. This Hanukka Lamp is in the Israel
Museum in Jerusalem. The motif on this lamp was
Taken from a 19" century sculpture of Matityahu the
Hasmonean by Boris Schatz, founder of the Bezalel
Art Academy in Jerusalem.
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CHANUKAH

LIGHTING THE CANDLES

On the first night, you light only the shamus and one Chanukah candle. By the eighth night
you light all of the candles. Candles should be added to the menorah from right to left (like
Hebrew writing). The shamus candle is lit first. While holding the shamus candle, recite the
following blessings. After reciting the blessings, use the shamus to light the Chanukal
candles from left to right (newest to oldest). Candles should be left burning until they go ou
on their own. They must burn for more than half an hour.

BLESSINGS OVER THE CANDLES

(Each night)Ba r u k h atah Adonai , El ohei nu, me |
bomitzoévotav votzivanu | 6hadoli k neir she
Blessed are you, Eternal our God, sovereign of the universe who has sanctified us wit
Godobés commandments and commanded us to ki

(Each night)Ba r u k h at ah Adonai , El ohei nu, me |
| abavoteinu bayamim haheim baziman hazeh.
Blessed are you, Eternal our God, sovereign of the universeerfiarmed miracles for our
ancestors in those days at this time. (Amen)

(On the first nightonlyyBar ukh at ah Adonai, El ohei nu,
vokiyi manu vohigidédanu | azoman hazeh. ( Ame
Blessed are you, Eternal our God, sovereign of the universe who has kept us alive, sustaine
us, and enabled us to reach this season. (Amen)



