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RABBIôS MESSAGE:  

PURIM AND SHA-LACH MA-NOS(T) 
The vast majority of Jewish holidays are about God and God's relationship with the Jewish 

people.  It may be spiritual; it may be agricultural ï but it's about God. 

 

One way to look at the Purim story is how a secular Jew, Esther, can save the religious Jewish 

Community as embodied in and by Mordechai!  You'll notice: Mordechai's initial problem with 

Haman is that his Jewishness prevents him from showing Haman the honor that would have been 

expected by a Persian official in the Persian culture.  Mordechai advises Esther not to let on to 

her Jewishness, because she can be more helpful to her fellow Jews if she "doesn't wear her 

Judaism on her sleeve."  Mordechai's ascent to power comes from Esther's power in spite of his 

Jewishness! 

 

In our Jewish community, we cross all lines: religious and secular; educated and uneducated; 

white collar and blue collar and so on.  The Purim story teaches us that when push comes to 

shove, we survive by helping each other across all of the above mentioned lines and more. 

 

Most Jewish holidays have a tradition of giving tse-da-ka (charity).  The holiday of Purim is the 

only one that mandates the giving of gifts to our fellow Jews and not just those in need.  I was 

taught as a child that the purpose of these gifts at Purim, called sha-lach ma-nos(t), was to 

remind each other of how nice it is to receive a gift when we don't need it.  Therefore, how much 

more important it must be to give gifts to those who really need it. 

 

With the theme of Purim being about Jews helping other Jews, perhaps a little gift of sha-lach 

ma-nos(t) to one or more of your friends in the community would be an appropriate way.  Often 

the gift is nothing more than a couple of cookies (or cupcakes).  It helps put the community in 

perspective and let others know that we care about each other in more than just a theoretical 

abstract. 

 

  Le-sha-lom, 

 

 

 

  Joshua L. Segal, Rabbi 

 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Bety & Michael Dar of Nashua, NH 
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CONGREGATION BETENU 
 

Rabbi:  Joshua Segal  603-886-1633 

  or rabbi@betenu.org 

President:  Michael Goldstein  603-424-9953 

  or president@betenu.org 

VP Finance:  Bob Rimalover 603-672-5629  

VP Admin:  Roberta Pavoll  603-672-9820 

(Acting) VP Educ: Sheryl Liberman 603-424-4609 

Secretary:  Elissa Kahn  603-673-8283 

(Acting) Treasurer: Joel Silberberg  603-472-8143 

Trustee:  Vivian McGuire  603-882-3139 

Trustee:  David Stern  603-880-0442 

Trustee@Large: Sara Murphy 603-465-7119    

Past  Pres:   Dave Spokane  603-672-0554 
 

Newsletter Editor: Elissa Kahn 

BETENU INFO 

SPECIAL NOTE: Some members of Betenu are physically sensitive to 

certain aromas coming from perfumes, colognes, hairsprays, dryer sheets and 

the like.  These aromas can cause migraines and a host of other problems. 

Please be aware of that when you come to Betenu.  
 

Please DO NOT bring scented items for the SHARE donation bin. 
 

Betenu has natural cleaning products available for use. Please DO NOT bring 

your own cleaning products for oneg or other cleanup. 
 

Thank you! 

AND FOR ONLINE SHOPPINGé 

TEXTBOOKS AND A MILLION OTHER 

THINGS... 
 

Donôt forget to shop through Betenuôs link to Amazon.com. Betenu will 

receive a percentage of the purchase price.  
 

You can shop for books and a million other things through this link. Just go to our website: 

www.betenu.org, put your cursor over ñSearch new and used, Amazon.comò, and when the 

cursor changes, click. Or you can enter your search right there and click ñGoò. 
 

Itôs that simple! And donôt forget to purchase your textbooks here! 
 

We receive about $20 a month from this program - Thank you & keep shopping!!!! 

 

BETENU ACCEPTS  

MC, VISA & Discover! 
 

You can use MasterCard, VISA or Discover 

card to pay membership fees, school tuition, 

gift store purchases, or even to make a 

donation! Call the office (or stop in) to 

arrange the charge and let us know the 

amount and what itôs for.  

http://www.instamerchant.com/
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 
 

RSVP DUE 

For  

Shabbat  

Across 

America 

3 4 
5:30pm setup 

6:30pm 

Rabbi-led 

Shabbat 

Across 

America 

5 

6 
 

9:15am 

Religious  

School #23 

 

Rosh Chodesh:  

Adar II 

7 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Rosh Chodesh:  

Adar II 

8 9 10 11 
 

7:30pm  

Rabbi-led 

Service 

12 
10:30am 

Family 

Shabbat #6 
ððððð 

12:30pm 

Jewish Song 

Circle 

13 
9:15am 

Religious  

School #24 

10 am Adult 

Hamantaschen 

workshop with 

Roberta 

14 15 16 17 18 
7:30pm  

Rabbi-led 

Purim  

Service & 

Megillah 

reading 

19 
 

 

        

 
Megillah  

reading 

20 
 

9:15am 

Religious  

School #25 

 

Purim 

21 
 

7:30 

Executive 

Board Mtg 
 

Shushan Purim 

22 23 24 25 
 

7:30pm  

Rabbi-led 

Service 

26 
 

10 am 

Ben Gingras 

Bar Mitzvah 

27 
 

9:15am 

Religious  

School #26 

28 29 30 31   

March 2011 (5771) 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
 

7:30pm  

Rabbi-led 

Service 

2  Tazria 

 

4pm Pajama 

Havdallah 

with Sandra 

& Rahel 

3 
 

9:15am 

Religious  

School #27 

4 5 
 

 

 

 

Rosh Chodesh:  

Nisan 

6 7 8 
 

7:30pm  

Rabbi-led 

Service 

9  Metzora 

10 
 

9:15am 

Religious  

School #28 

11 
 

7:30pm  

General 

Board Mtg 

12 13 14 15 
 

7:30pm  

Rabbi-led 

Service 

16 Acharei Mot  

10:30am  

Family  

Shabbat #6 

12:30 pm 

Jewish Song 

Circle 

17 
9:15am 

Religious  

School #29  

Istael Day 
 

Search for 
Chametz 

18 
 

 
 

 

 

Pesach  

1st Seder 

19 
5:30 pm setup 

6:30 pm 

Rabbi-led  

Passover 

2nd seder 

20 
 

 
 

 

 

Pesach  

21 
 

 
 

 

 

Pesach  

22 
 

7:30pm  

Lay-led 

Service 
 

Pesach  

23   
 

 
 

 

 

Pesach  

24 
 

NO  

Religious 

School 
 

Pesach  

25 
 

(In Israelðlast 

day of Pesach) 

 
 

Pesach  

26 
 

(In Israelð

Mimouna) 
 

 

Pesach  ends 

27 28 29 
 

7:30pm  

Lay-led 

Service 

30 
Havdallah & 

Movie with 

Ore 
 
Erev Yom 

HaShoah 

April 2011 (5771) 
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COMING UP AT BETENU 

 

 

March 12th & April 16th 
 

FAMILY SHABBAT 

10:30 AM 
 

Please join us for a FAMILY SHABBAT service led by 

Rahel.We will learn prayers, blessings, sing songs, tell stories, 

and dance! The service will be followed by a pot-luck lunch. 

Please bring a dish if you are staying for lunch. No pork or 

shellfish please. This new format replaces our Tot Shabbat 

service and is open to the entire family (all ages). Family services 

will take place monthly at Congregation Betenu. Religious school 

students can receive service credit for attending a family service.  

  

 

SHABBAT ACROSS AMERICA 
Friday, March 4, 2011 at 6:30pmðdoors open at 5:30pm to set up 

(RSVP deadline: March 4rd) 

 

Once again this year, on Friday, March 4th, Congregation Betenu is 

joining with synagogues throughout North America in sponsoring 

ñShabbat Across Americaò. Coordinated by the National Jewish 

Outreach Program, we will learn about and share the beauty of 

Shabbat as a community. The evening will begin with a short, 

interactive prayer service and explanation of Sabbath customs and 

rituals, followed by a pot-luck meal and joyous song. A short service 

with kaddish follows at 7:30pm. 

 

Please help with setup or cleanup. 

 

Please contact: Rahel at 603-554-1459 or  rahel@rahelmusic.com, or  

 Elissa at 603-673-8283 or eckahn@yahoo.com.  
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COMING UP AT BETENU 

 

 
 

  

 

JEWISH SONG CIRCLE 
Saturday, March 12th     

Theme: Silly Songs 

Saturday, April 16th  

Saturday, May 14th  

 

We had lots of fun at our first session with the participation of 

children and adults. The nature of a song circle is that we gather 

together in a circle and each person chooses their favorite song that 

we all then sing together. The focus is on Jewish, Israeli, and 

Liturgical music in English, Hebrew, Yiddish and more. However, 

last time we had fun singing songs like ñTwinkle Twinkle Little 

Starò and ñABCò at the request of some of the younger participants! 

We sang some favorites like ñTurn Turn Turnò as well. What we 

sing depends on those who attend! A Shiron (song booklet) will be 

available. You are welcome to bring an original to teach ï just be 

sure to bring song sheets! So bring your voice, instruments and 

smiles! Refreshments will be available. More info Rahel 

rahel@rahelmusic.com. 

 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

Eran Limor 

Nathaniel MacGregor 

Rebecca Savage 

Jay Segal 

Alec Smolski 

Daniel Thompson 

Hannah Thompson 

Cara Silverman 

Brendan Ouziel 
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COMING UP AT BETENU continued... 
 

RABBI-LED PURIM SERVICE  

& MEGILLAH READING 
March 18th, 7:30pm 

 

Fun for everyone. Dress up if you like and weôll see you there. 

 
Please join our family  as we celebrate our son,  

Benjamin Gingras, being called to the Torah as a Bar Mitsvah 

on Saturday, March 26, 2011 at 10:00 AM  
Stacy and Eric Gingras  

 

 

RABBI-LED  

KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICES 
7:30pm 

 

 March 4th 
March 11th 

March 18th 

March 25th 

April 1st 
April 8th 

April 15th 
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COMING UP AT BETENU continued... 

GENERAL BOARD MEETING 
Monday, April 11th, 7:30pm 

 

All are invited to attend the general board meetings which are even months (February, Aprilé), usually 

the third Monday at 7:30pm. Talk to our President, Mike Goldstein, ahead of time if you are interested in 

putting something on the agenda. You can email him at President@Betenu.org. 

 

PAJAMA HAVDALLAH WITH SANDRA & RAHEL 
 

Saturday, April 2nd, 4pm 

 

The whole family can celebrate Shabbat 

in pajama's with our favorite Betenu 

teachers. We begin with a traditional 

"seudah shleesheet" - a late afternoon PIZZA 

delight (pitch in for pizza) - and end with a 

short musical Havdallah service. Somewhere 

in the middle we will engage in an all-ages 

family interactive storytime, games, arts and 

crafts community fun time! Betenu school 

students will get credit for this service. See 

you there!  

ISRAEL AT BETENU:  

A FAMILY EDUCATION PROGRAM 
Sunday, April 17, 10amð1pm 

Join Israeli shlichah, Ore Aya Dagan, the students 

and staff as we experience a taste of Israel at Betenu's 

religious school. You will receive an Israeli 

"passport" with which you will travel and become 

acquainted with some of the wonderful places in 

Israel; the Dead Sea, the Mitzpeh Ramon crater, the 

Kinneret (Sea of Galilee), Jerusalem and even a 

Kibbutz! You will have a chance to learn an Israeli 

song or two, play a few games, enjoy an Israeli-style 

snack, and adults will have an opportunity to engage 

in an informative discussion with Ore. Don't miss this 

program designed for the entire family! 


